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400th Anniversary Exchange between Japan and Mexico
—From the short film, “The Route of Don Rodrigo de Vivero” —

Kayo Takefuji

Abstract
This short film, “The Route of Don Rodrigo de Vivero”,was produced by the faculty and students of
Josai International University, Department of Media Studies.It was a contract research project from
the Natural History Museum and Institute of Chiba Prefecture to commemorate the 400th

Anniversary of Exchange between Japan and Mexico. The origin of this story is a historical fact.

In the year 1609, Rodrigo de Vivero, after finishing his
term of office as Governor of the Philippines, was en
route back to Acapulco, Mexico (referred to as New
Spain at the time) when he became shipwrecked in the
town of Onjuku in Chiba Prefecture. As a result of the
rescue efforts of the residents of the town, the lives of

317 of the 373 passengers were saved.

In consideration of this historical exchange, the filmmakers bring to light,

the friendship between two different cultures.
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