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The Role of Foodstuffs in LLocal Redevelopment
Masayasu Ushida

Abstract

Local foods are now an increasingly important tourism resource, providing visitors with the opportunity to
experience a local cuisine, to enrich their experience of being in a different environment, and to buy gifts for
friends and family at home. Serving the local food at hotels and restaurants, and making souvenir foodstuffs,
constitute a key element in the future of the local economy; this report focuses on that industry, and how it
fares in the ongoing recession that has followed the so-called “Lehman Shock.”

The “Town” as it is used in this paper refers to the citizens of an autonomous community who take
responsibility for relations mutual assistance in achieving a common goal. A Town in which you might live in
comfort is also a Town which you might visit, and this is the basis of local planning.

This report focused on two major themes. First is the issue of whether local planning should be by
administrative initiation or by resident initiation . Much has been written on this theme; the primary
reference here is the report of an external evaluation released in March 2009 on Obama City, which initiated a
city redevelopment effort eight years ago, based on the local culinary resources. This in turn is compared to
the case studies of Yufuin-cho and Sera-cho.

The study reconfirm the effectiveness of using these resources in local redevelopment in general, and
includes the example of a successful theme park which continues to increase the number of its stores during
the current recession, It is proposed that the “Chinatown” concept offers a strong possibility as a new

theme-based local project.






