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Selection of Local Landscapes and their Application
for Tourism in Chiba Prefecture

Junji Yamamura

Abstract

Chiba Prefecture is a popular tourism destination for city inhabitants due to its own nearby metropolitan
areas around Chiba City and close proximity to eastern Tokyo. However, because of this quick and easy access,
many travelers do not spend more than one night, opting instead to do a one-day trip and returning home the
same day. The author would like to emphasize the importance of travelers spending more time visiting and
enjoying the local landscapes as well as the necessity of increasing lodging visitors so that they can better
experience the mind and body healing powers that Chiba has to offer.

To realize this, a regional promotion plan is necessary to make better use of the natural environment and
local landscape. To do this, local citizens need to take the lead in implementing the plan providing tourists a
unique and lodging-required tourism experience.

In this study, the author selected and evaluated 100 local landscape destinations in Chiba Prefecture, with
particular focus on a tourism route in the Minami-Boso or Southern Boso Peninsula area that requires
lodging.

The results of the study are as follows:

1. A great number of local landscape destinations with regard to nature, history, culture, life and industry in
the Chiba Prefecture are not yet ready for the use of tourism.

Of the 100 local landscapes selected for the study, travelers chose places mostly in Minami-Boso, then
around the Tokyo Bay and Shimousa-Tone areas. The least chosen areas were the Higashi-Katsushika and
Kujukuri areas.

2. History, nature and farm villages made up 80% of the local landscape’s primary features.

3. Of the 100 local landscapes evaluated, only 11% received a very high assessment or A Grade, while 26%
received a B Grade. The remaining 63% received lower than a B Grade meaning that with regard to new
tourism models, tourists know little or nothing about the area thus affecting how long they visit.

4. The following sample three-day route to local landscape destinations in the Minami-Boso area was

suggested:

Day 1: JR Chiba Station to Onjku Station
- Historical museum, Onjuku coastline, Mexico Park

Katsura Station
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- Morning market, fishing ort, Ubara coastline

Ubara Station to Awa-Kominato Station

- Tanjoji Temple, Tainoura, rock coastline, lodging at Kominato spa

Day 2: Awa-Kominato to Awa-Kamogawa Station

Bus to:

- Minnami-no-Sato Farming Center, Oyama Terraced Rice Cultivation, Futomi Station
- Niemonjima, fishing village, traditional ryokan, Flower Center, lodging at Futomi spa
Day 3: Futomi Station to Wadaura Station

- Moura Flower Nursery,

Chikura Station

Bus to:

- Shiramazu Flower Garden, Nojimazaki Light House, marine errosian landscape

Tateyama Station to Chiba Station
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