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Abstract

Corporate measures to cope with the general environment issues have often been viewed as a sort of
cost, and thus in most cases have been omitted from the basic management strategies of private
companies. While one cannot say that the practice of actual measures dealing with environment
issues doesn’t incur cost, companies which pays due attention to the environmental issues often enjoy
favorable revenue changes as a result of increase in stock prices brought about by good social
reputation.

In Japan, a basic survey on corporate environment management is presently conducted, under the
name Nikkei Kinky Keya Chose for the purpose of assessing and ranking companies in terms of
degree of environment- concerns. The results of this survey have been broadly used as a key reliable
factor in the evaluation of companies.

Today, most of major companies in Japan have realized that dealing with the environment issues is
a requisite, and thus they have positively taken adequate measures which have brought about various
favorable consequences.

However, as companies have often established their own criteria of eco-efficiency and
environment-effect based on their own management strategies, the existing criteria when taken
together do not present good indicators for comparison.

This paper aims to deal with the issues of environmental assessment by bringing to light the actual
situation of use and the significance of eco-efficiency criteria as well as the remaining problems
regarding these issues, through examination of actual cases of corporation’s environmental

assessment based on eco-efficiency.
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