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Inculturation and Endo Shusaku’s literature
—Interaction between Theology and culture—

Lee Younghwa

Abstract

Endo Shusaku had been pursuing to find ways how to accept Western Christianity modified and
harmonized with Japanese people and take root all through his works. In terms of the theological view,
inculturation can be substituted for his pursuit. Inculturation is a relatively new theological terminology. It is
not unilateral indigenization of western style Christianity, but acception of various cultures from a variety of
regions as well as from the West with activeness and positiveness. And it is also positive attitude to accept
transformation as a result of communication process. Endo implies what inculturation means through his
essays and novels. As a Catholic and a novelist at the same time, he tried to see a new understanding of
western-oriented Christianity which had been considered to be universal at that time through his catholic
literatures by means of anguish and conflicts inside him. In this paper, while acknowledging the appreciation
of Endo, the ways how Endo expressed inculturation through his creative activities are to be investigated. In

addition, the interaction between literature and theology and it's possibilities are to be considered.






