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Pregnancy and delivery at the age of 35
and over in historical sociology
—Analytical reading of guidebooks on pregnancy
and delivery in the 1960s and 1970s

Kato Tomoe

Abstract

This paper analyses how the descriptions on “pregnancy and delivery at the age of 35 and over” has been
changed in the publications on pregnancy and delivery for common readers published present-day as well as
between 1960s and 1970s. In conclusion it has become evident that the concern of the description has shifted
from the viewpoint that a difficult labor is the utmost risk of pregnancy and delivery at the age of 35 and over
to the worries about abnormality of fetus. This accounts for the development of public health for mother and
child as well as the development of pediatrics and gynecology and the decline of birth rate. This also resulted
from the living standard derived from the rapid economic growth. As a result the danger of labor has been
immensely decreased and at the same time the expectation on each child has increased. In current days,
specifically, it is considered that the chromosomal abnormality is one of the risks of a newborn in pregnancy

and delivery and the age of 35 and over.



