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Actual conditions and problems regarding the ongoing
preservation and survival of traditional horticultural
plants in Japan

Hirotaka Suzuki

Abstract

Japanese traditional horticultural plants rose to prominence during the Edo era and a unique horticultural
culture was formed comprising new cultivars, cultivation techniques, and an appreciation of plants in general.
However, since the Meiji Restoration, which ended the Edo era, the Japanese people’s attitude toward
horticulture has changed and the popularization of gardening and other such pursuits has meant that
traditional horticultural plants have not always been adequately preserved and that some cultivars are now
extinct. This research project sought to collate the fundamental data needed in order to preserve and ensure
the ongoing survival of traditional horticultural plants by carrying out a questionnaire survey of the main
botanical gardens in Japan and other such groups involved in their preservation. As a result, it was found that
only 33 out of the 67 botanical gardens surveyed have preserved traditional horticultural plants in their
collections, and that many of these plants were only being maintained because they were flowering varieties.
On the other hand, while the preservation groups surveyed were found to have maintained many different
cultivars in their collections, 21 species of plant had not been adequately maintained and are now threatened
with extinction. We conclude that it is necessary to train more people in the correct cultivation techniques
needed for traditional Japanese horticultural plants, and to establish a unified system of cultivar

identification and registration in order to ensure their preservation and ongoing survival.



