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How does the Japanese folktale perceive the nature?
—How does the Japanese think about animals?—

Mitsuo Namoto

Abstract

This paper is an attempt to consider about how the Japanese perceive the nature. In this paper I examine
two Japanese folk tales "Saru-mukoirt" and "Tsuru-nyobo," which have been handed down in Japan,
employing results of folkloric research. The sense of values and the world perception observed in these two old
tales suggest that our ancestors, while using the nature for their survival for long time, thought that the
nature was the world that was entirely different from the world where the humans lived. They considered the
nature as the place where Gods lived and had the feeling of awe. They always kept certain distance from the
nature, because it was the world where the humans should never go too close. When they have to enter into

the nature, they should never stay for a long time.



