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Football as Possibilities
Intervention in Conventional Criticisms on Oe’s Silent Cry

Koichi Haga

Abstract

Kenzaburd Oe’s Silent Cry (1967) is one of the works that represent Japan’s second Nobel laureate’s career
and received much critical acclaim. So far the criticism about this work has focused on exploring the “truth”
and “hope” mentioned by the characters in the novel or identifying the similarities and differences between
the student movements in the 1960s and farmer’s uprisings in 1860. In other words, the prevailing criticism
has pursued the interiority of the Japanese, and identifying the Japanese characteristics was the implicit goal
of analysis in the area of modern Japanese literature.

Unlike previous criticism, this article pays exclusive attention to the role of “football” in this work that has
been ignored. I suggest that the “football” is an agent of the modern ambiguity that functions as aporia,
signifying both the connection and rupture between 1860 and the 1960s. This “football” is a crucial
viewpoint to understand the de-territorializing phenomena of a local village in Japan instigated by the
supermarket economy from a transnational perspective. By reinvigorating a historicity in a now globally
enjoyed game of football, this article tries to demonstrate a possible analysis of Silent Crybeyond the scope of

modern literature and demonstrate a reading of his work as a precursor to the literature of the 21st century.
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