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International Airline Industry and Tourism in Japan
Haruka Nishimatsu

Abstract

The state of international tourism in Japan from both an inbound and outbound perspective is particularly
poor. Not only is the uptake of tourism as measured by economy and embarkation rates remarkably low, but
Japan ranks a lowly 30t as an international tourist generating nation.

International airline services between Japan and foreign countries have until recently been characterized
as being mass transportation. A fortunate consequence of this has been that the tourism business in Japan
has enjoyed the advantage of cheaper air fares. However, in recent years the restriction of supply has
weakened this advantage through phenomenon such as the integration of airline companies, the formation of
alliances, and the overall global tendency towards smaller passenger aircraft.

Due to these changes it is unreasonable to expect international tourism to develop further unless we find
new ideas and structures: this is a matter of vital importance to Japan as a country.

With these points in mind, in this essay I examine the changes that have occurred in the airline industry

and explore what policies should be considered to promote international tourism in the future.

Trends in international tourism

Changes in the structure of the airline business
International tourism in Japan

Regional trends in international tourism

The future of international tourism in Japan

The role of aviation in expanding tourism

As well as being important to the economy, international tourism has a key role to play in diplomatic
relations, culture, and exchange between peoples. I therefore believe that with a more developed international
tourism industry, Japan can improve its standing in all manner of international relations.

Based on this framework, to promote international tourism I firmly believe the Japanese government needs
to implement policies that not only promote international tourism, but that also remove the boundaries

between different business sectors, and that increase co-operation between these sectors.
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