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Factors Affecting Changing Nursing Student Perceptions
Toward Children

Kaori Suenaga, Shizuka Nakayama

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore factors related to the perception of children by nursing students in
a three-year nursing school. Thirty-eight student nurses from a three-year nursing school in Chiba City
participated and completed the questionnaire about their perception of children before beginning lectures on
pediatric nursing. Student nurses perceptions were measured using twenty-eight items ranked with the
seven-point Likert scale. Socio-demographic data were also investigated. The data were analyzed using
statistical methods. Four factors emerged from the results of exploratory factor analysis. The nursing
students have an affirmative perception of children. Findings indicated that more positive perceptions were
related to the higher levels of concern about children or higher levels of concern about nurturing and childcare.
These results suggested the necessity of increasing practical use of audiovisual education aids and the
opportunity for their use in examining real children in society in lectures and of child care studies designed to

stimulate student interest about children and childcare.

Key words: children, image, nursing student, factor



