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A Critique on the “Criticism on Great Warships, Big Guns”
Masao Mori

Abstract

There is a currently popular discourse that the Imperial Japanese Navy was committed to “Great Warships,
Big Guns” doctrine and that it was left behind because of it in shifting to an alignment based on aircraft
carriers, in contrast to the way the US Navy shifted.

This essay aims to elucidate, first, that the term “Great Warships, Big Guns doctrine” is polysemous and
therefore it is not fit for simple verification or nullification. Secondly, the discourse that the Japanese Navy
did not use the battleships so as to save them for the final decisive battle due to the aforementioned doctrine,
is not quite factual, since some warships were used, some were about to be used, and others were abandoned.
At the same time, the timing of the introduction of the aircraft carrier task force in Japan in which cruisers
and destroyers were combined, took place at approximately the same time as the US Navy established the
aircraft carrier task force. Thus, all in all, the criticism that the Japanese doctrine of “Great Warships, Big

Guns” deterred its shift to the aircraft carrier alignment is not factual, but ideological.



