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Book Review
“Germany in Resistance to Oblivion — culture of
remembrance in Germany’
By Hiroto Oka

Taeko Nasu

Abstract

The author has been living in Germany since 1989 doing research and education of German history.

His main object was to grasp the present state of the education of German history in Germany as it is
studied in research institutions, taught and told in schools and various other occasions. He did as much
fieldwork and interviews as possible in Germany in order to convey his findings to Japanese readers.

He explains his logical structure in terms of his key word, “memory”, and he studied the essence and
changes of historical awareness in Germany and in other parts of Europe so as to compare them with those in
Japan.

He hopes that the result of his research invites reflection on the issue “for what one tries to remember”, and
his goal is effectively obtained.

The Germans have been teaching themselves their recent history; one example being the collaboration of
German and Polish historians to arrive at their joint history textbook. Could this lead Japanese and Asian
historians to collaborate in a similar fashion?

This book reminds us of our own tendency to slip into oblivion. How many of us try sincerely not to forget

the Japanese modern and contemporary history? (2012, Otsuki-Shoten)



