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The Study of Learning Effect in The Social Welfare and
Culture, Studies Program (in Japan): Mainly about the
Study of the Teaching Framework of Experiential
Learning and Students’ Review

Tomoko Ogawa

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to review the details of the learning effect of “The Social Welfare and Culture,
Studies Program (in Japan)” which is positioned as the introductory education of the faculty of Social Work
Studies. First of all, I studied the framework of the program including the program outline and teaching
content to find out whether it is suitable for the teaching content of Experiential Learning from the
perspective of the Legitimate Peripheral Participation and the Loop Model which are considered to be theories
related to Experiential Learning. The result of my study confirmed that the considered teaching method of
“creating a good environment for students to learn in” and “giving students opportunities to review
appropriately” has a role in deepening the meaning of Experiential Learning. Secondly, in order to examine
the learning effect, I analyzed the students’ review utilizing the KJ method. In terms of the learning effect,
there was a variety of understanding of the purpose of the program at the micro level. As for the challenge for
the future, improving the teaching method to make students reflect on their experiences and review them in
relation to their knowledge and skills was considered to develop their understanding at the micro level into an

understanding at the meso and macro levels.

Key words : the introductory education, experiential learning, legitimate peripheral participation, the loop

model, KJ method



