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Aspects of Child Welfare Policies against Child Abuse
Sadayuki Tokoro

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the impact of “child abuse problem” on child welfare system and
highlight limitations and problems of current child welfare policies.

The number of child abuse keeps rising, it becomes a serious social problem in Japan.

The Child Welfare law and the Child Abuse Prevention law have amended to improve the rights of children
many times before.

I revealed three characteristics of the child welfare measures and policies against child abuse in Japan. First,
expanding and reinforcing the family intervention and support. It is characterized by expanding an
“intervention-oriented social work”. Second, altering child welfare needs to “risks”. Third, using a risk
assessment method actively. Especially, it has a pronounced tendency to place emphasis on measures to prevent
child abuse like a “High-Risk Approach” and a “Population Approach”.

Recently, “contiguous support” is needed in future child welfare system. It can be seen in three perspectives. First,
we should implement a variety of measures according to children's stage of development. Second, we aim for the
realization of “Well-Being” society to reflect social change by the circumflex model, “System”-“Method”-“Principle”.

Third, we should carry out measures against child abuse from the viewpoint of "Prevention".

As I've discussed, the change to “Risk-Adverse” policies and measures are needed with the advent of an
appearance of “child abuse problem” and carrying out many measures against in child welfare. A further
direction of this study will be to look at the effect of the child abuse problem on child welfare and research

towards the construction of a framework of “the child welfare which can save truly children".

Key words : child abuse, child welfare, risk, prevention, contiguous support
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