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Record of Kabuki lectures by Shinoda Masahiro
Hide Murakawa

Abstract

Shinoda had studied the Japanese traditional theater, specially Kabuki dramas since he was a student in
Waseda University.He made important Kabuki films, Double suicide in 1965, Outlaws in 1971. Gonza the
Sperman in 1986, Sharaku in 1995. What particularly important is Double suicide. Using Bunraku puppet style,
also men dressed black recalling traditional Japanese puppeteers and calligraphy on the set etc., Shinoda
succeeded to make the avant garde style in Double suicide.

These Kabuki lectures by Sinoda Masahiro were planned for the studens of the Faculty of Media Studies in
Kioicho campus in November 22, November 29, and December 6 in 2013.

Shinoda explained about Kabuki history relating with Japanese outcast group naming Eta and Hinin at the
bottom of Japanese social order. They were not liable for taxtation in feudal times ,because Japanese taxtation
system was based on rice field, which they are not permitted to possess. Historically people in theater world was
named Kawaramono (dried-up riverbed people) because they lived along river banks that could not be
turned into rice field. The history of Kabuki began when Izumo no Okuni performed a new style of dance
drama in the dry riverbeds of Kyoto. Female performers played both men and women. They are erotic
performers and called prostitute dancing and singing performer. The modern all male Kabuki was estabablished
in 1630, because Onna-Kabuki was too erotic.

Shinoda picked up popular and famous kabuki play Sukeroku Yukari no Edozakura. The play is well known for
a number of iconic elements ,being possible to understand kabuki beauty and story. Sukeroku appeared on stage
with purple headband bullseye-pattern umbrella. Sukeroku is prominent patron of the Yoshiwara and specially
of Agemaki, top courtesan of the Miura-ya teahouse. Drawing upon elements of the classic Soga Monogatari,
Sukeroku is later revealed to be Soga Goro working to seek out his father’s killer and avenge his father’s death.

Sukeroku Yukari no Edozakura is associated to the Ichikawa Danjuro family and the great star Ichikawa

Ebizo V listed Sukeroku Yukari no Edozakura as one of the best plays belonging to the Kabuki juhatiban.

_75_



