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7355 (1994) [THAORGE] 35D =4 WAL R R B2 0 REER [2720 ~ #HEeo
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W e —aR (2009) [P P A RAE AR— B DR, SRR Al SO
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Ui s & BUET- ) http://www.geocities.jp/nakanekagura/index.html (2013 £ 10 A 27 H7 7 & X)
BNHEE, £ EEE (1816 Uk 134F) [RKAathsit)
Monier-Williams, M., 1956. 4 Sanskrit-English Dictionary, Oxford.
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IWEEIZDOWTIE, 1TARKEF, 448, ILoih, SRICHEHEFICR o7, ME, ZICEGHR L L5,
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The Proto-Structure of A Folklore Recorded
in the Togane Area, “Monta the Piper”
— A Note in Community Environmental History —

Akitsugu Taki

Abstract

This is an analysis of a folklore recorded in the Togane area, Chiba Prefecture, Japan, “Monta the Piper”, a
biography of a villager ambitious in pipe-playing in the Edo era who went from his birthplace, a village in the
Togane area, up to Edo, the Tokugawa shogunate metropolis, to be master of pipe-playing but on a further
itinerancy for pipe-playing supremacy and in quest for a treasured exquisite pipe, arrived at a Buddhist temple
in Michinoku, the northeastern area in Japan, and, entering priesthood, trained himself for intellectual perfection.
In the climax of the story, the priest, highest in intellectuality, allured by the treasured pipe, played highest in
sensuous beauty but in the resonance died an atrocious death. By analyzing the story into the pipe-playing
musicality in the Buddhistic tradition, the historical intellectual and religious itinerants’ network, and the
tradition of practical transcendence by discarnation, I bring to light a universal aspect of humanity behind the
ascension and apex in quest for the perfection in musicality and intellectuality. To this folklore analysis I add a
suggestion that the antagonism between industrialism and environmentalism cannot be resolved without
reconsidering the fundamental aspect of humanity and its related idea of nature as enlightened by the

proto-structure deduced from the literature in the pre-scientific age.
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