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The Rise and Development of Consumer Education in Japan

Shintaro Abe

Abstract
The year 2012 was an epoch-making one for consumer education in Japan, because the Promotion
of Consumer Education Law was enacted. Consumer education, which has an important aim to
nurture an independent consumer and citizenship, has been now legally recognized. To realize this,
there have been a lot of efforts by the scholars of consumer education. This paper discusses the
history of consumer education in Japan, especially focused on its rising period of 1960’s and 70’s, and
developing period of 1980°s and 90’s, mainly based on the achievement and interview of Mitsuaki

Imai, the first president of Japan Academy of Consumer Education.



