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Art Exhibition and Lecture Report:
“Children living in the Meiji Era - Play and education in woodblock prints”

Yuri Makino, Mariko Yamaguchi

Abstract

This paper provides a review of the art exhibition “Children living in the Meiji Era - Play and
Education in Woodblock Prints,” which was held at the Mizuta Museum of Art at Josai International
University from November through December 2013, as well as a research of the related lecture by
Yuri Makino, “The Kindergarten of the Meiji Era: Teaching the Art of Drawing using Wall Pictures
and other Educational Materials”. The exhibition displayed woodblock prints of children in the Meiji
Era, which depicted the education, play and customs of the time. In her lecture Makino also
introduced the history of kindergartens and teaching the art of drawing in Japan and referred to her
research on historical materials from Tsuchiura Kindergarten and Maizuru Kindergarten. The
exhibition and lecture offered our students and visitors an opportunity to get acquainted, in a visually
understandable way, with the culture surrounding children before and during the Meiji Era.
Additionally, educational ideas and customs imported from Europe and the United States following

the Meiji Restoration were examined.
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