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Policy Measures and Issues in Future on
Foreign Care Workers in Japan

Michiko Ishida

Abstract

‘Kaigofukushishi’ is a National qualification in Japan, and it has been instituted in 1987 based on
the idea that the elderly should be provided professional nursing care by ‘Kaigohukushishi’ in Japan.

The number of ‘Kaigofukushishi’ has been increasing year by year.

On the other hand, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare is predicting that more than 330,000
care-giving staffs could be insufficient in 2025.

Japanese Government has been promoting three policies to introduce foreign workers into the
care-giving fields to make up for this serious insufficiency.

In this paper, those three policies are studied as a main issue and tried to explore some realistic as well

as proper directions to reach a satisfactory result to deal with the issue of ‘Foreign Care Workers’.

Key Words: Foreign workers, Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act,

Status of Residence and Period of Stay, EPA, Technical Intern Training Program
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