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Mise-en-scéne Aesthetics in the Films of Ozu Yasujiro:
The Works from 1934 to 1936 and the Issues of Talkies

Yuki Takinami

Abstract
Ozu did not make talkie features until 1936, the time when talkies had became dominant even in
Japan, where the introduction of talkies was delayed (in comparison with Hollywood where the
transition was virtually completed by 1930). The reason of this delay was usually explained by the
episode that Ozu waited for the completion of the Mohara sound system that his colleague and friend
Shigehara Hideo was developing. Beyond this kind of episodic explanation, this paper will examine
the late silent films of Ozu in terms of the shift of his film aesthetics from that for silent films to that

for talkies.

First, the paper draw attention to the interview held by critic Kishi Matsuo in 1934, in which Ozu
talks both about talkie aesthetics and the aesthetics of King Vidor’s “mise-en-scéne.” In this interview,
Ozu opposed his aesthetics that he had developed by then in terms of “piecemeal editing” and Vidor’s
“mise-en-scene” aesthetics, and this paper speculates that Ozu started to prepare making talkies at
least since 1934 by shifting his aesthetics toward mise-en-scene (though Ozu does not make explicit
the connection between talkies and “mise-en-scéne” aesthetics in the interview). Then, the paper
examines the films Ozu made in 1934 and 1935, The Story of Fleeting Weeds and Inn in Tokyo, and
argues that Ozu surely attempted his new aesthetics of long shot and long take as well as that based on

“rough expression,” concluding that Ozu prepared making talkies in these late silent films.

Through these examinations, this paper derives the issue of long shot of landscape in Ozu’s films,
which is often regarded as an expression of “traditional Japanese value.” This paper also relates the
shift toward the mise-en-scéne aesthetics of “rough expression” to Ozu’s desire to become a “master.”
In addition to these issues, this paper will offer a brief delineation of Ozu’s postwar films in terms

both of “editing” and “mise-en-scéne” aesthetics.
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