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The Role of the Buffer-Greenbelt Construction Project in
Environmental Administration in Japan

Hirotaka Suzuki

Abstract

This study aims to verify the significance and the role in environmental administration of the
“Common Welfare Facilities (C.W.F.) Project”, which was the construction of a buffer greenbelt
between housing areas and industrial areas in order to prevent the industrial pollution that occurred
during the postwar period of rapid economic growth. This article clarifies the significance and
characteristics of C.W.F. from two aspects : that of the financial support such as a national subsidy,
and technical support under the organization of the corporation for anti-pollution measures. As the
result, the period needed for the effects of the project to appear was an average of less than 5 years
and the financial load on the local municipality was reduced to half or less of the amount paid for a
city parks project of nearly the same scale. It also clarified that the project system was useful for local
governments, which lack financial resources and technical experts, by permitting the fast and

appropriate construction of the buffer-greenbelt and displaying environmental conservation effects.

Keywords: environmental policy, corporation for anti-pollution measure,

common welfare facility construction project, buffer-greenbelts, project effects



