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Staircase and Country:

An Analysis of Ozu Yasujiro’s Hen in the Wind and Late Spring
in View of King Vidor’s The Wedding Night

Yuki Takinami

Abstract
While Ozu Yasujiro’s 1948 film, Hen in the Wind, is considered as a failure and not Ozu-like work
depicting the contemporary social reality in a dramatic and direct way, Late Spring released in the
next year is evaluated as a masterwork marking the first of Ozu’s “Norkiko trilogy.” By analyzing the
narrative structures of these two films, particularly the usage of staircase in the narrative, and examining
the references to King Vider’s The Wedding Night, this paper will approach the reorientation from Hen
in the Wind to Late Spring.

As to Hen in the Wind, this paper will make clear how the film makes the story dramatic through
segmentation. As is clarified from the narrative structure, the film displays the staircase where the
female protagonist falls and gains reconciliation with her husband in the final scene several times,
prefiguring the final denouement in a good way. Furthermore, not only the shots of staircase but also
the shot/reverse shots between some main characters are also repeated, suggesting the disruption of
the alternation and the relations of them. Through these observations, the paper concludes that Hen in
the Wind has a meticulously interweaved structure by way of Ozu’s piecemeal editing. The paper
endorses these points by drawing attention to Ozu’s adaptation of the final scene of The Wedding

Night in the final scene of Hen in the Wind.

The paper also analyzes Late Spring through segmentation and makes clear how the film
deliberatively eludes some dramatic scenes. By these omissions, Ozu gains a restricted manner of
narration, and the paper bring this into relief by considering Ozu’s reference to some Vidor’s films,
including The Wedding Night and Stella Dallas. Through these examinations, the paper argues that
Ozu’s restriction of cinematic expression is derived from the shift of his film aesthetics—from
piecemeal editing to mise-en-scéne. The paper elaborates the implication of this shift by referring to
Stanley Cavell’s discussions on the 1930s Hollywood screwball comedies, particularly in terms of the

emergence of the space for “acknowledgement” that is often located in a rural area.
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