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The History of Broadway Musical from the 1980s to the Present Age

Hide Murakawa

Abstract

This research is an investigation of Broadway musicals from the 1980s to the present age.

The main theme is the change of musical style and the message to the society during this period.

I started the study of the Broadway musical in 1981. I saw many important musicals.

It includes from 4 Chorus Line in 1981 to Hamilton in 2016. Other musicals are Cats,

A chorus line, Cabaret, La Cage aux Folles, Hair, Sunday in the Park with George, Evita, Matilda
the musical, Porgy and Bess, Chicago, Lion King, Les Miserables, Hairspray, Hair, The Producers,
The Book of Mormon, The phantom of Opera, Pippin, Contac, Once, Gentleman's Guide, Mere Lies
Love, Beautiful, Waitress, Fun Home, Hamilton, Kinky Boots

I also researched on many musicals film And I referred to old masterpieces Oklafoma, The Sound
Music, Show Boat, Porgy-and Bess about their style and story. As a result I picked up 4 chorus Line,
West Side Story, Show Boat, Color purple, Rent, Hamilton for my study. I considered that these works

have the characteristic of musical from 1980s to the present time.
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