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Possibilities and Issues for Inbound Tourism in the AWA area

Hang Yu, Tatsuya Uchiyama, Hidekazu Iwamoto

Abstract

Since the introduction of the Visit JAPAN Campaign in 2003, the number of foreign tourists visiting
Japan has increased from 5.2 million to 24 million people. On the other hand, most of these tourists
just visit sites in Tokyo or Osaka. This concentration of tourists in metropolitan areas is considered
problematic. Attracting tourists to regional areas is the key factor to retaining and continuously
increasing inbound tourism. The Awa area located at the southern end of Boso Peninsula in Chiba is
furthermost from the Tokyo metropolitan district. Therefore, this area is geographically a part of the
rural area. Unlike city landscapes, experience-based tours and long-stay visits are offered by utilizing
tourism resources such as the secondary forests and seas in the Awa area. The Awa area is appropriate
for "local tourism." In this study, Kamogawa City, Tateyama City, Minami Boso City and Kyonan
Town are defined as the "Awa area." This study clarifies the possibilities and issues for inbound

tourism through SWOT analysis.



