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Challenges for the development of inbound tourism in France:
a socio-cultural analysis

Ivan Grandclement

Abstract

France is the first destination in the world in terms of international tourist arrivals, and the tourism
sector holds a significant place in economy of the country. However, France is losing its competitiveness
against emerging countries, which bring innovation to hire international tourists. The tourism sector
was left behind by the French government for many years until a few years ago, which was the main
barrier for its development, and reasons of this phenomenon can be find in a contemptuous attitude
toward tourism industry and tourists themselves and their image. As the competition between countries
to hire more tourists has become more and more intense with globalization, the French government

has to reconsider now its strategy for the development of the tourism sector.
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