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Responsive Interactions between Learners and Teachers
Fostering Autonomy to Live in a Global Society:
A Discourse Analysis of a Liberal Arts Course
from the Perspective of Language Ecology

Chitose Nonoguchi, Mieko Thompson, Toshiko Suzuki,
Hyeonhee Bang, Yoshiko Hanbara, Maki Sato, Mitsuko Miwa,
Miwako Goto, Tamaki Oda, Hitomi Okazaki

Abstract

The researchers of this paper engaged in language education in a liberal arts course focused on
pursuing sustainable living. This paper analyzes discourses held during the course from the perspective
of language ecology and describes how learners and teachers, the learning agency, recognize global
society as an object and how they discover the significance of globalization on their own. The
findings show that both learners and teachers deepened their recognition regarding the relevance
between themselves and the world, and in the process were triggered to develop autonomy for living
in a global society, which is sustained by the companionship that the teachers exhibited as learners.

Furthermore, mutual companionship was nurtured within the teacher community.





