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Learning Strategies for Japanese Learners of English

Tada, Yoko
Abstract

The aim of this paper is to ascertain the strategy that Japanese language learners employ. First, the language
learning strategies of Japanese people who lived in the Meiji era and those of modern successful language
learners are compared.

Takahashi Goro (1856-1935) is one of the translators and critics who lived in the Meiji era. He authored the
book “Teaching and Learning English”. The learning strategies suggested in his book and those of modern
language learners are compared — memorization is one of the six strategies found to be in common.

Second, cross-cultural studies of language learning strategies were reviewed in order to specify the strategies
that are peculiar to Japanese people. According to certain cross-cultural studies, classrooms in Asia are teacher-
centered and textbooks are considered to contain important information. Consequently, some researchers
conclude that Asian students are more fond of rote memorization as compared with students from Western
cultures. In his book, Takahashi emphasizes the strategy of memorization above all other strategies.

Memorization is a strategy that is common to Takahashi and modern language learners, and it is
characteristic to Asian language learners as well. These findings historically and cross-culturally suggest that

the Japanese find memorization to be an effective strategy for learning English.
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