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On the Landscape of the Works of Shinkai Makoto:
A Materialistic Approach

Yuki Takinami

Abstract

The animation works of Shinkai Makoto are famous for their beautiful scenes of landscape since his
debut Voices of a Distant Star (2002). To clarify their full implications, this paper considers the issue
of landscape in Shinkai’s works in terms of animation style and narrative. For the analysis of
animation style, the paper refers to the concepts introduced by Thomas Lamarre: “localized movement,”
“non-localized movement,” and “compositing.” For the analysis of narrative, the paper refers to
Karatani Kojin’s “landscape theory” and Steven Shaviro’s recent explication of Alfred North
Whitehead and speculative realism. Through these examinations, the paper argues that landscapes in
Shinkai’s works are engaged with the aesthetic experience of correspondence with the world, further
relating this term with the SNS culture today. The main works analyzed in this paper include 5

Centimeter Per Second (2007) and The Garden of Words (2013) with Your Name (2016).





