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The roles of locale in regional development mainly tourism
and destination management

Junichi Watanabe

Abstract

In recent years, tourism has been paid attention as engine of development in revitalizing the region
in Japan. Faculties related to regional development in University have been established in respond to
the new trend. MBA related to destination management in tourism have also been established. The
purpose of this paper is to find out a research approach to explore some thoughts and practical method
of regional development and destination management in further research.

Tourism resources are actively found and developed by actors through exchange and experiential
activities between visitors and people. It is also quite important to take in new approach from
alternative tourism such as history and culture in regional development based on tourism. On the other
hand, in addition to human resource development and destination management organization, founding
and development of tourism resources have been managed in destination management. It is necessary
utilize regional management under period of economic fallout rather than regional planning to control
dynamic development.

One of lessons learned from successfully sustainable regional development based on tourism is to
start from small area such as a street in ‘Ryokan’ (inn) and historical street. This is because they have
own norm, values and social rules in a locale, which will be changed by them. Thus it is quite
important for regional planner, community designer and regional manager to understand lessons

learned from social processes in a locale formulated by actors.

Key words: Regional development based on tourism, Destination management in tourism,

Destination management organization, Locale, ‘living world’ in phenomenology
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