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Three Approaches to Japanese-Language Education for
Junior High School Students Who Have Emigrated
from Foreign Countries and/or Whose Parent(s)
is/are Native Speaker(s) of Foreign Language(s)

Chitose Nonoguchi

Abstract

This paper describes issues related to Japanese-language education (as a school subject in Japan) for
minority students who have emigrated from foreign countries and/or whose parent(s) is/are native
speaker(s) of foreign language(s), and to examine and consider the characteristics of teaching methods
proposed as a solution. First, the curriculum subjects of Japanese language classes are examined
against the guidelines for teaching junior high schools, as revised in 2017 by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Next, the current situation regarding minority
students is described, and issues related to Japanese-language education for them are listed. After that,
three approaches are discussed and their characteristics are addressed, namely: the Japanese as a second
language (JSL) curriculum, a teaching method using rewrite teaching materials, and “the subject-first

language-Japanese interactive development approach.”
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