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Journey to the Gospel beyond religion
- Focusing on Otsu and priest Honda Tetsuro in “Deep River”

Younghwa Lee

Abstract
This paper focuses on Otsu of "Deep River" of Endo Shusaku as the character in fiction and reality
that has not been covered in previous studies. I have come to think that a priest who has the same idea
as Otsu in a novel might actually exist in reality. In the meantime, I learned about Honda Tetsuro, who
is supporting daily workers in Kamagasaki, Osaka. This paper examines the lives and activities of
these two priests, Otsu and Honda, and looks at how they think about Christianity and religion itself

and at the same time considers what they ultimately pursue as the priests in fiction and reality, both

carrying out their own priesthood.

Keyword: Deep River, Otsu, Honda tetsuro, religion, nature or substance, gospel
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