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Presentation of the Traces of the Past:
Analysis of the Early 1970’s Television Documentaries on World War II

Yuki Takinami

Abstract

The two programs Documentary (Dokyumentari) and Human Islands (Ningen Rettou) started in
April 1971 broadcasted several programs treating the memory of World War II from April to August
(the date of the end of the war) of the same year. Among them. this paper analyzes four programs
“The Graduation Ceremony of the 32" Students of Mouri Junior School,” “The Memorial Service for
the Kamikaze Attack Pilots,” “Pulling-down of the Sugamo Prison,” and “The Home Country,”
particularly focusing on the formal aspects, such as flash-back structure, shots of landscape, points of
view, and narration. From these analyses, the paper makes clear the mode of expression of these
programs in which, although the theme of them is a past event, these events are not represented but
only suggested through the captured traces of them remaining in the present. The paper further
considers the medium specificity and social implication of this mode of transmission, referring to
Samuel Weber’s treatise on television, in which pairs of concepts, “representation” and “presentation”

as well as “image” and “vision,” are proposed.
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