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Challenges of Coexistence between Japan’'s Largest
International Airport and Its Surrounding Areas:
Population, Labor Force, and the Employment Aspects

Seiichiro Nanai

Abstract

Aviation policy in Japan has undergone a major shift over the years since the end of World War II.
This shift went from an era in which airports were developed in rural areas to a more active role by the
private sectors to manage these airports with the enactment of the “Operation of Airports under National
Management Utilizing Private Sector Capabilities Law” in 2008. This law marked a shift from an era
where airports were developed in local regions to an era where airport management makes use of the
private sector’s capabilities.

Narita International Airport is currently planning to construct a third runway and to extend the existing
one, with the aim of dramatically increasing airport capacity and economic returns. The purpose of this
paper is to examine the relationship between Narita International Airport and the nine cities and towns
that make up the surrounding area of the airport. This analysis will especially focus on the relationship
between the population trends in each of the cities and towns in the surrounding area of the airport
and the number of workers from those cities and towns employed at the airport. The findings of this
research will be used to consider what kind of economic relationship can be established between Narita

International Airport and the surrounding area.

Keywords: Narita International Airport, Airport economic zone, Regional revitalization,

Derived demand



