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Japanese Pre-War Home Affairs Bureaucrats’ Theory
of Local Government System as Public Enterprise:
Under the Influence of the Writings of the Webbs

Keiko Endo

Abstract

Apropos of the bureaucrats involved in the development of local government system in Japan during
the 1920s, this study aims to clarify how their theory of local government systems was influenced by the
writings of the Webbs, the prominent advocates of the national minimum. Traditionally, research on local
government systems has strongly regarded the question of centralization or decentralization. Recently,
however, a few studies have begun to take the perspective of “central-local relations in the welfare
state” to indicate that the development of the welfare state has deepened the interdependent relationship
between the central and local governments and that the local government system in Japan has contributed
to the institutional development of the welfare state. Such a conception of the local government system
has been developed in the 1920s in a local government system paper by the bureaucrats of the Ministry
of Home Affairs, which relied on the writings of the Webbs. Therefore, this study intends to organize the
aspects of “public enterprise theory” by three bureaucrats in the Ministry of Home Affairs in Japan, as

well as the relationship between the theory of local government systems and the writings of the Webbs.

Keywords: bureaucrats in the Ministry of Home Affairs, public enterprise, Webbs





