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An Attempt to Describe the Usage of

the Adjective “Z3}t} (chakhada)”
in the Meaning of Positively Evaluating Personality
or Behavior

Midori Kamei

Abstract
As part of the study of adjectives for Korean language learners, this paper considered the usage of the
word “Z3}}” used when praising a person’s character or behavior, which is difficult to understand by
only reading the definitions and example sentences in the dictionary. A total of 2,422 examples in articles
from the Korean News Database System BIG KINDS were collected and analyzed. The findings of this

study were as follows:
1) “Z3slt}” is used when, directly or indirectly, (1) praising someone who can speak or act with
consideration for other people, (2) praising someone who volunteers or donates, or (3) praising juniors

or young obedient people.

2) “Z3}t}” is sometimes used as an interjection for praising someone when the speaker is impressed
or satisfied with his/her actions.

3) A person who is praised using the word “2}3}}” is sometimes compared to an “angel.”

Keywords: Korean language learning, vocabulary acquisition, dictionary, usage, situation.





