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A Study on the Training of Japanese-Chinese Interpreters
at Japanese Universities

Wang Yan

Abstract

China is now Japan’s largest trading partner. And the demand for Japanese-Chinese interpreters
continues to grow in various fields such as economic trading, travel, education, medical and legal etc.
Therefore it is expected that the demand for Japanese-Chinese interpreters will continue to increase in
various fields and become more and more important.

In Japan, interpreters have been trained mainly by private interpreting companies. However the
majority of these companies are focusing on training Japanese-English interpreters. Most high level
Japanese institutions do not provide training programs on Japanese-Chinese interpreting.

The purpose of this study is to introduce the survey on the current situation of Japanese-Chinese
interpreter training programs in Japanese universities and graduate schools; observe and analyze the
factors influencing the slow progress in training of Japanese-Chinese interpreters; to provide analysis
on those universities that have Japanese-Chinese Interpretation courses to list out their programs,
course descriptions, training contents, training purpose and target etc. From the study we can conclude
that Japan needs more universities to provide this training and that educators should aim at providing
professional interpreter training beyond a linguistic education. The main reason that Japan did not make
much progress in training professional interpreters over the years is that social esteem of interpreters
as professionals has been traditionally low. Comparing to western languages Japanese people generally
have negative impressions on Chinese language. Not to mention, there is lack of qualified educators in
this field. Thus I propose directions on how to improve the situation of the training in Japan based on my

study.

Keywords: Japanese-Chinese interpreters, education of interpretation, training for interpreters,

professions, postgraduate education





