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Ryozo MAEDA, The Mystery of Nazi Paintings:
Counterattack by Academism and the Great German Art Exhibitions

Naoko Kichijoji

Abstract

The book under the title was published in 2021, attracted a lot of attention and won the Yoshida
Hidekazu Prize. This review introduces and explains the structure of the book. It is a valuable discussion
of Nazi art, especially as there is a dearth of Japanese-language literature on the subject. The reviewer
suggests that the use of the term ‘sanren saidanga’ in the text should be reconsidered. The reviewer
adds some views on the expression of the central theme, Ziegler’s work ‘The Four Elements’. The lack
of depth in the study of Nazi art is probably due not only to its low artistic value, but also to the values
of traditional art history and the strong taboo of ‘Nazi” attached to the image. The reviewer also agrees
with the author’s criticism of our society’s tendencies to easily accept and evaluate ‘comprehensibility’

not only in Nazi art but also in our popular culture.

Keywords: Nazi art, Adolf Ziegler, The Four Elements, altarpiece, Jahrhundertwéinde
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