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Revitalization of Marginal Villages by Applying “Small Hub™:
The Case of Kiyosumi and Yomogi Districts, City of Kamogawa,
Chiba Prefecture

Tatsuya Uciyama

Abstract

Declining population and the aging of local communities in Japan are urgent issues. Population in
Chiba prefecture is, in fact, slowly increasing but only in urban areas. In the rural areas such as Minami-
boso and Sotobo, aging is particularly serious, and their population is declining due to natural attrition
and various societal factors. I would like to suggest the possibility of revitalization of such areas by
applying “small hub,” a movement which attempts to invent a new system to revitalize marginal
communities in remote areas. In this paper, by applying “small hub” to fieldwork studies in Kiyosumi
and Yomogi districts - mountainous areas in Chiba prefecture - I examine factors that could revitalize
local communities and address the issues of revitalization. I also consider how the movement can help in

establishing community businesses.

Keywords: revitalization of local communities, small hub, marginal villages, community business





