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The Ideal State of the Translator in Translation as an Act of
Intercultural Communication:
An Argument Based on “Guidelines for Improving and
Strengthening Multilingual Support to Realize a Tourism Nation”

Wei Gong

Abstract

Translation is considered an act of cross-cultural communication. During this act translators
are required to give play to subjectivity. While enjoying the privilege of doing so, they also bear a
heavy responsibility. This paper explains the prerequisites for translators and the role of subjectivity
in creating the ideal state for a translator using the “Guidelines for Improving and Strengthening
Multilingual Support to Realize a Tourism Nation” issued by the Japanese government as an example.
It emphasizes the need for a translator to understand the essence of translation as an act of cross-cultural
communication, to be familiar with the two different language cultures at both ends of the translation
process, and to be able to communicate with people in different languages and cultures as an expert in
cross-cultural communication. As a specialist in cross-cultural communication, the translator should

make every effort to build various systems that allow for the reconciliation of relationships.

Keywords: intercultural communication, translator’s subjectivity, the ideal state of a translator



