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Study of Career Education for “IT + Japanese”
Majors in China: Analysis of the Process of a College
Graduate Using the Trajectory Equifinality Model (TEM)

You Tianshu

This paper focuses on the narrative of a university graduate who graduated with a combined
major in “IT + Japanese” from a Chinese university and was able to find a job at a Japanese IT
company after participating in an internship course in Japan. This university graduate was inter-
viewed, and her answers were analyzed in relation to 1) her experiences and struggles from taking
part in the internship course to finding a job, 2) the changes to her thinking and values regarding
finding a job due to her experiences and struggles, and finally 3) what Japanese language and IT
technology mean to her.

The results of the survey showed that the university graduate’s knowledge derived from her
university major, such as “Japanese language”, “human relations”, and “perception of one’s own
abilities”, significantly changed. Before participating in the internship program, she had “no confi-
dence”, “no confidence in living abroad”, and “no knowledge of IT-related work sites and
contents’ . It became clear that she had changed her way of thinking based on her experience gained
from the internship program, stating that “I can speak Japanese for work,” “life in Japan is conve-
nient,” ‘I understand the work of IT companies,” and “I have got used to working life". Based on
the above, this paper explores the reality of the transformation of the research subject and presents

suggestions for career education regarding “IT + Japanese”.



