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Abstracts

The Kanji Controversy in the Late Meiji and
Early Taisho Periods: Focusing on the Special
Issue against the Use of Romaji in East Asian Studies

Cao Yang

After the Meiji Restoration, there were heated debates between supporters of the English
alphabet and supporters of Kanji about whether to abolish Kanji and use Romaji. This paper
examines the discussions that took place between the publication of the special volume “Against the
adoption of Romaji” (1912), in East Asian Studies, the magazine of a Sinology organization called
the East Asian Academic Research Association, and the publication of a series of columns on
“Strategies for Implementing Romaji” in the newspaper 7okyo Asahi during the same period. This

study analyzes and summarizes views and propositions relating to various aspects of this issue.

Keywords: East Asian Studies; objection to the usage of Romaji; Romaji implementation; “Romaji

implementation policy’; the complete abolition of Kanji; the popularization of Romaji



