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Abstracts

Images of Western Women in the Diaries of
Envoys in the Late Qing Dynasty: Focusing on the
Records of Zhang Deyi

Huang Taihua

After the Second Opium War, the Qing government was forced to open its borders and accept
a new form of modern Western diplomacy. The Qing government dispatched envoys to the West to
interact with contracting countries. Diplomats stationed abroad have written a large number of
envoy diaries. Among them, Zhang Deyi (1847-1918) wrote the most travel records. I want to
analyze whether his feudal ideology and the idea of men being superior to women was altered
following changes to his status and social change resulting from his eight trips abroad. He was
educated by Confucianism and was one of the few people and diplomats who had experienced
western countries. This research starts with a series of books by Zhang Deyi titled “Sailing
Narrative” or “Diary of a Chinese Diplomat’, and takes previous research as a perspective from
which to investigate the depictions of Western women in the diaries of diplomats who went abroad
in the late Qing Dynasty. Zhang Deyi was exposed to Western society and multiculturalism and
made detailed records of Western women. The more he went abroad and the more he learned, he
gradually began to change from being a stubborn conservative to an enlightened critic of women's

foot binding and other harmful practices.

Keywords: the late Qing Dynasty, western women, Zhang Deyi, envoy’s diaries, foot-binding



