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Abstracts

An Issue of Research on Beliefs of Japanese Language Teachers:
To Improve Japanese Language Education in China

Zhou Tianshu

Due to the current situation that emphasizes the need to enhance the expertise
of teachers in Japanese language education in China, there is a necessity to
cultivate “self-developing teachers” as proposed by Okazaki and Okazaki(1997).
To achieve this goal of nurturing such teachers, it is essential to understand their
beliefs. Therefore, the present study aims to provide an overview of research on
the beliefs of Japanese language teachers and to discuss the issues and future
trends in this regard. As a result, the research on Japanese language teachers can
be viewed from six perspectives, with the study of beliefs being the most numerous
and encompassing the most aspects compared to other perspectives. Among the
issues existing in research on the beliefs of Japanese language teachers, three
points have been identified: 1) Many studies have unclear or undefined definitions
of Japanese language teachers’ beliefs. 2) Some studies have defined beliefs but
have not focused on the interaction with learners themselves. 3) There is a limited
amount of research targeting Chinese Japanese language teachers.



