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Abstracts

Verification of the Aspect Hypothesis in -te-i-nai Form
Zhao Liwen

In this paper, we examined whether the “Aspect Hypothesis,” which is said to be universal in
aspect acquisition research, applies to the acquisition of ~ze-i-nai form using a longitudinal composi-
tion corpus. As a result, it became clear that the acquisition pattern of the teinai form does not con-
form to the Aspect Hypothesis. Therefore, it is considered important to treat -fe-i-nai form as an
independent linguistic phenomenon for further investigation.

First, this paper briefly summarizes the key findings of the Aspect Hypothesis. Next, it orga-
nizes previous studies that have tested the Aspect Hypothesis in the context of Japanese -te-i-ru
form acquisition and points out the limitations of this existing research. Building on this founda-
tion, in line with the research objectives of this paper, we formulate research hypotheses and verify
and analyze each hypothesis using a longitudinal corpus of L2 Japanese learners” writing. Finally,
based on the results of this study, we highlight the necessity of treating ~fe-i-nai form as a distinct

grammatical construct.



