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Abstracts

Onomatopoeia Used in Sensory Evaluation

Jinbo Cao, Lijun Zhao, Saeko Fukushima

Previous studies on the evaluation of onomatopoeia have been limited to lexical-level analysis.
To fill this research gap, this study focuses on the evaluation of onomatopoeia in the discourse level.
The data are drawn from the Japanese TV program, Shokusai no Oukoku (‘Kingdom of Food
Colors'). Both quantitative and qualitative analyses were conducted to examine how onomatopoeia
is evaluated from the perspectives of phonology, collocation, syntax, and discourse. The results show
that onomatopoeia was evaluated positively, neutrally and negatively. Onomatopoeia representing
positive evaluations was found most frequently. Furthermore, onomatopoeia, which was evaluated
neutrally and/or negatively from the perspective of phonology, was transformed into a positive
evaluation, due to the co-occurrence relationships in syntax, the semantic tendencies of co-occurring
words, and concordance relationships between preceding and following words in discourse. As a

result, a positive evaluative attitude can be seen throughout the entire discourse due to synesthesia.

Keywords: Onomatopoeia, Discourse, Evaluation

— 156 —



