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by JIU Times

Kamogawa is a cosmopolitan 
city in Chiba Prefecture located 
southeast of the Boso Peninsula, 
and Josai International University’s 
Kamogawa Campus has contrib-
uted much to the global features of 
the region. Upon attending the 
12th Wellness Exchange Day ar-
ranged by JIU’s Faculty of Tourism, 
Kamogawa Mayor Ikuo Kameda 
expressed his appreciation to JIU 
for enhancing exchanges between 
local citizens and its students from 
around the world.

“I understand that JIU’s three 
campuses have friendly relation-
ships with 172 schools in 30 coun-
tries around the world. In Ka-
mogawa, we have the privilege of 
having our people mingle with 
international students from JIU on 
a daily basis. Kamogawa is a safe 
place to live, and those students 
have blended in to become an in-
tegral part of our lives. This con-
tributes to enrich the livelihoods of 
everybody,” he said.

Kameda further noted how JIU’s 
international students have a good 
influence on Japanese students by 
studying on the same campus. 
“The diligent, studious people 
from outside Japan stimulate those 
in the country to try harder. Fur-
thermore, learning together has 
the synergistic effect of making the 
Japanese and international stu-
dents become more open and re-

ceptive of each other. I think those 
shared moments eventually grow 
into a precious, lifetime experi-
ence on both sides,” he said.

In terms of overall exchanges, 
Kameda also welcomes the visits 
of other faculty students from JIU 
to Kamogawa, “so that they can 
experience, feel and take back 
fond memories of Kamogawa and 
Japan to their home country. I 
hope such exchanges would even-
tually turn the students from over-
seas into big fans of our city and 
our country,” he added.

To this end, Kameda notes the 
importance of Kamogawa locals 
having a clear idea about how they 
would like to convey the image 
and facts related to the area to the 
world outside Japan. As a specific 
good example, Kameda men-
tioned how the local Kippo Hachi-
man Shrine collaborated with JIU 
students to globally introduce and 
propagate the yabusame (horse-
back archery) Shinto ritual held at 
the shrine. “This was done by pro-
ducing and distributing Japanese 
tenugui face cloths with a ya-
busame motif designed by the stu-
dents themselves,” he said. “Stu-
dents also sold the tenugui and 
contributed to securing fund to 
repair Kippohachiman Shrine.”

With an eye to the future, Kam-
eda would like to review the at-
tractive features of Kamogawa “as 
a place to live and work comfort-
ably for everybody, both people 

from overseas and Japanese alike, 
who decide to come and study at 
the Kamogawa Campus.” Conse-
quently, Kameda recognizes the 
need as the local administration to 
carefully scrutinize the entire 
framework, including housing, 
welfare facilities and the work en-
vironment. “Through such action, 
we can take true advantage of 
serving as home to JIU’s Faculty of 
Tourism,” he remarked.

Kamogawa embraces exchanges

by JIU Times

Josai University Educational 
Corporation held a ceremony 
Sept. 28 to kick off the “Wang Xiqi 
Exhibition – 1946” at Tokyo Art 
Club in Minato Ward, which was 
attended by the Chinese painter 
Wang Xiqi.

The exhibition, open until Oct. 
5, showcases some of Wang’s 
works, including “1946,” which 
took him 3 1/2 years to complete.

The gigantic 3-meter x 20-meter 
painting depicts about 500 Japa-
nese people waiting to board a 
ship in Huludao, southwest China, 
to return to Japan in 1946. During 
the chaos after World War II, ac-
cording to some reports, more 
than a million Japanese, including 
children, were left behind when 
the Japanese military withdrew 
from China.

“I was doing research on the 
Japanese who had been left be-
hind and saw photos of children. 
One child was holding someone’s 

ashes and I was deeply moved. 
Not many Chinese know such 
children existed and that’s why I 
wanted to paint 1946,” Wang said 
before the ceremony.

Wang was working on 1946 at 
Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts, in 
Shenyang, northeast China, which 
has exchange programs with Josai 
University and Josai International 
University. Last year, Josai invited 
Wang to hold an exhibition in To-
kyo, his first in Japan.

Motoyuki Ono, special advisor 
to the chancellor of Josai Univer-
sity Educational Corporation, wel-
comed about 100 guests to the 
opening.

“We are very pleased that so 
many of you could come from all 
over Japan and from outside the 
country to the Wang Xiqi Exhibi-
tion,” he said. “I would like every 
one of you to take your time and 
look at Mr. Wang’s works.”

Wang participated in a ribbon-

cutting ceremony to formally open 
his exhibition. The ceremony was 
joined by Ono, former Commis-
sioner for Cultural Affairs Masa-
nori Aoyagi, who supervised the 
exhibition, Wang Wan, the spouse 
of the Chinese ambassador to Ja-
pan, and others.

After the ceremony, Josai held a 
memorial symposium, titled “How 
to express historical records 
through art,” joined by Wang and 
others later on the day.
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