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Via a 1000-year process of canonization into a world literary classic, Murasaki Shikibu's The Tale of Genji
_ has become a cornerstone of Japanese and world literature. In English, 4 complete translations exist, all done
Images of Japan : Literature - ) o _ _ ) )
4 Film IR |by major scholars and translators, each done via highly varying approaches to interpreting the text. This
an
course will focus on Genji via comparative translation readings, with historical context of both the tale and its
transformation into a fixture in world literature.
Although foreigners have studied and analyzed many unique aspects of Japanese culture since the 16th
Variable Topics in Culture o century, it is still difficult for them to understand how the Japanese think and act.This course will explore
and Society in Japan = some of the major Japanese thoughts from the pre-modern as well as modern periods and examine
characteristic behaviors of the contemporary Japanese people.
The course theme for 2020 is Digital Arts in Japanese Culture. We will survey all forms (literature,
o visual/painting, experience/interactive, popular entertainment, film, anime, etc.) as well as historical/
Selected Topics in Japanese . _ ] ) ) ) . . . )
) , #IR  |sociological/anthropological studies. Our goal will be to gain better understanding on digital arts in Japanese
Manga and Animation
society, with a balance between mainstream and avant garde, subculture, and underground movements. We
will also study the place of these creative pieces in global context.
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