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Open: 10:00-16:00 / Closed: Sundays, Mondays and holiday

Admission: 300 yen (free for high school students and under)
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Fig. Utagawa Kuniyoshi, “Oniwaka Rikinosuke,” detail / Utagawa Toyokuni Ill, “Arauma Kichigord
and Koyanagi Tsunekichi,” detail, the above, Mizuta Museum of Art, Josai International University
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The Tenmei and Kansei eras (1781-1801) were the golden age of Edo sumo wrestling, marked by the
careers of famed wrestlers like Tanikaze, Onogawa, and Raiden, as well as a time when Katsukawa Shunshd'’s
sumo prints depicting the distinct facial features of wrestlers was published to great acclaim and the ukiyo-e
genre of sumo prints was established. The depictions were not just of standing wrestlers but also matches
and daily life, and Utagawa Kunisada developed impactful sumo prints with wrestlers drawn big.

In B6s6, where amateur sumo wrestling was popular, Edo sumo tours were frequent and young men
confident in their strength flocked to the world of sumo, creating many a wrestler. One showdown that
brought spectators particular excitement was that between Koyanagi Tsunekichi and Arauma Kichigord, one
of the best matches since Tanikaze vs. Onogawa. The mighty boy wrestler Oniwaka Rikinosuke weighed 67.5
kg at age eight and quickly proved popular when he appeared in the ring. In the Meiji period, Sakaigawa
Namiemon and Konishiki Yasokichi rose to the rank of yokozuna.

Using the lens of ukiyo-e, this exhibition reminisces about the valiant figures of wrestlers from B6s6
through the Edo and Meiji periods. Visitors can also enjoy a variety of pictures, toy ukiyo-e, and other sumo
prints depicting the scenery of the sumo cabins on the grounds of the Ekoin Temple, the yokozuna
ring-entering ceremony, and the dressing room.
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Fig. from left: Utagawa Toyokuni Ill, “Ring-entering
Ceremony of the East” / Utagawa Yoshitora, “Match of
Sumo Fund-raising Tournament” / Katsukawa Shuntei,
“Kimenzan Yoichiemon" / Utagawa Toyokuni Ill,
“Fifty-three Pairings for the Tokaidé Road: Shimada
Station, The Oi River,” the above, Mizuta Museum of Art,
Josai International University / Utagawa Toyokuni |1,
“Famous Places of Edo: Oji, Arauma Kichigoré of
Hachinohe,” Sumo Museum
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